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A year has passed since the last client newsletter; an indication that 2016 has continued to remain buoyant.
Commissions came in from late January and by early spring, I knew I was going to be
working on projects between south-west Scotland, and the east coast of Kent. A later
commission in mid-summer meant that I would be working in Hampshire too. The
majority of these projects are invertebrate surveys and as testament to me entering
my sixth year of working as a specialist freelance ecologist, I have started to pick up
monitoring work on sites that I originally undertook the pre-construction due diligence
work on four or five years ago!
The series of surveys I have previously been fortunate to have undertaken in the
Northumberland and Cumbrian Border Mires as well as the Yorkshire Dales with
Natural England and Buglife has come to an end so it is fair to say that the majority of
my work during 2016 has been development led. Nevertheless, this has included some
diverse and interesting brownfield and greenfield sites; which have yielded a number
of noteworthy species, including a trio of invertebrates that are potentially new, and a
further species that was previously considered extinct in
the UK. Whilst some of these species were recorded on
brownfield sites, a couple are associated with semi-natural
habitats, including coastal grazing marsh.

Floristically diverse open mosaic vegetation,
scrub and micro-topography supporting
diverse invertebrate assemblages, including
multiple rare species.
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Obviously recording new species to the UK; or re-finding
species previously considered extinct, is an exciting
element of the job—for me and the specialist associates I
work with. However, the real value of these surveys,
particularly on brownfield sites, nearly always unmanaged
for nature conservation is identifying the development-led
opportunities that these surveys can offer.

Whilst invertebrate surveys have taken up a significant proportion of my
time, I still complete breeding and winter bird surveys. There is always the scope
to combine the two if the site and project allows so potential cost savings too.
So if you have any sites coming forward for
development; or wish to understand a bit more about
what is on your local wildlife site or nature reserve in
please get in touch.
Details at the end of the newsletter.

Reed warbler (Acrocephalus
scirpaceus) singing from
reedbed.
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Top: the bee-wolf (Philanthus triangulum) - a solitary
bee that preys on other bees.
Below: the broad centurion (Chloromyia formosa) - a
common soldierfly of urban and rural environments.
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Invertebrate Guidance is currently in draft stage and it is my intention
to focus on this in the first couple of months of 2017 to progress it towards a
more finished document. The article in CIEEM’s June 2015’s In Practice
generated interest and comment; which has helped inform the broad structure
and content.
It has been a learning curve for me too, in terms of the effort and work involved;
all of which is being undertaken in my own time. But it is a project that is, in my
opinion, essential to get completed and done well. With this in mind, linking it
with the new habitat classification being developed by others is being
considered so that the two processes are mutually compatible in terminology
but also deliverables.
One of the key elements of the guidance will be to enable non-specialists, when
completing Preliminary Ecological Appraisals, to identify key features within a
site that suggest further invertebrate survey is appropriate and proportionate—
and what this should involve (e.g. taxonomic coverage, timings, methods). Not
all features are immediately obvious or necessarily mapped as vegetation
communities. Examples might be the:

An uninspiring tiny artificial waterbody on a brownfield
site, filled with rubbish, foetid yet supporting larvae of a
nationally vulnerable soldierfly, the long-horned general
(Stratiomys longicornis) (see inset) and two new aquatic
bugs for the (well-studied) county. Context can be very
relevant when considering invertebrates and not
necessarily immediately obvious to the non-specialist.
The guidance is intending to raise awareness.



presence, extent and type of wood decay habitat; or



context and juxtaposition of floristically diverse grasslands with scrub or hedgerows; or



presence and context of periodically inundated but otherwise floristically species-poor grasslands; or



still air-habitat created by topography or vegetation structure.

The Law Commission has published the outcome of the long-delayed consultation on wildlife law (see here).

This has
obviously coincided with the results of the EU Referendum held in
June 2016, which resulted in the UK voting to leave the EU. The result
is very likely to have significant implications for nature conservation in
the UK including financing large-scale projects that have previously
been supported through the EU’s Life+ funding.
Within the context of development and its interaction with biodiversity
protection, the Wildlife Bill offers the UK Government an opportunity
to bring in up to date legislation that is essentially consolidating the
status quo, post-Brexit. Whether the UK choses to do this remains to
be seen. The existing legal framework remains in place until such time
that the UK formally leaves, which may not be until 2019 at the earliest
(subject to existing and potential future legal challenges).

My interests in nature conservation law and policy is long-standing and I have already been involved in the early workshops
initiated by CIEEM; and will continue to be involved in the Protected Species and Habitats working group. There is inevitably
going to be significant changes in the medium term (i.e. 5+ years) though how this will play out remains to be seen.

Moving forward, my immediate focus is very much on projects in 2017.

There are already a number of opportunities in
the pipeline, excluding the ongoing monitoring which all being well will continue to take me to Scotland and southern England
during the forthcoming survey season.
I am of course welcoming additional opportunities so if there are sites where my skills and experience could help your team,
particularly if combinations of invertebrate, bird or vegetation surveys are needed, please do give me a call.
With best wishes,
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