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Spring and summer 2015 have been a very busy 

period for me; working on projects between Devon and 
Northumberland.  My first site visit of spring was in early 
April, searching for eggs of the brown hairstreak butterfly, 
a UK Species of Principal Importance; and the last (to date) 
was in early September in a woodland in north 
Lincolnshire.  I have been fortunate to have surveyed 
extensively within the glorious uplands of the 
Northumberland and Cumbrian Border Mires as well as the 
Yorkshire Dales, continuing my work with Natural England 
and Buglife on the ecology of spiders inhabiting the peat 
bogs of this largely untrammelled landscape.  However, 
much of my work has been development led and has 
included some diverse and interesting brownfield and 
greenfield sites. 
 
Surveys have been predominantly of the invertebrate kind 
(more of this on page 2) but I have kept up the avian and 
botanical side of things with breeding bird surveys in London and Yorkshire and botanical surveys locally in Yorkshire too. 
 
Thus, much of autumn will be spent at the desk, identifying the invertebrate material collected and writing up the results.  
 

However, I don’t want to spend all my time behind the microscope and I am therefore keen to be involved in any winter 

bird surveys.  Remember, the amended Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010, which requires decision 
makers such as local planning authorities to maintain the diversity and habitat 
available for wild birds?  This includes their wintering habitat such as agricultural land 
(arable & pasture) as well as wetlands, brownfield sites in urban areas and 
woodlands where species of nature conservation concern or assemblages may be 
present.   
 
So, whether in my opinion, if you have a site which is close to a Special Protected 
Area (e.g. estuary or moor); or just an extensive area of greenspace including 
agricultural land where golden plovers may be present, then some form of wintering 
bird survey may well be appropriate to enable the decision maker to discharge their 
legal obligations.  I am happy to be part of a team of surveyors or take on the project 
myself if you don’t have experienced bird surveyors in-house. 
 
I believe I can offer good value for money; as I would be happy to discuss a reduction 
in my typical day rate for the winter months if the project merits this. 
 
You can contact me via this website; or via my LinkedIn profile for further advice. 
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Back to invertebrates though… 

CIEEM members who have already read the article (left) in June 2015’s edition of In 
Practice will be aware of the proposed guidance being written and co-ordinated by 
myself and Buglife’s lead ecologist, Dr. Sarah Henshall.  There is currently little 
guidance available to non-specialists that can inform whether further invertebrate 
surveys are necessary.  The aims of this guidance are to address this gap and enable 
ecologists, be they consultants 
representing clients or decision 
makers within local authorities to 
recognise if such a survey is relevant 
and understand what constitutes a 
robust methodology, including 
managing expectations as to what 
taxonomic groups should be included 
and covered by an invertebrate 
survey.   

Some clients may view this guidance 
as another piece of red-tape on top of 

existing survey requirements such as for great crested newts and bats.  
However, I would argue that as invertebrates provide important and diverse 
ecosystem services including crop pollination, a  tangible and relevant 
ecosystem service from a human society perspective, but also as decomposers 
and nutrient recyclers (a role played by wood decay specialists for example), 
then the need for surveys which can inform and address mitigation and 
enhancement opportunities are better appreciated.  In my opinion, site or 
species assemblage bespoke mitigation and enhancement can offer 
development-led opportunities on challenging sites, including, for example, 
brownfield sites dual-designated as local wildlife sites.  Unlike European 
Protected Species, such work doesn’t require a licence so proposals can assist 
developers in obtaining planning permission but also offer local authorities a 
way forward on potentially challenging projects; garnering a win-win for all 
concerned. 

The Law Commission is expected to publish the outcome of the long-delayed consultation on wildlife law that closed 

almost three years ago.  Three years is a long time to wait.  In late July 2015, it was announced that it would be published in 
September 2015 and then last week, an e-mail to me stated that it was not going to be until October of this year.  They don’t 
say when in October but as Parliament is in recess between 17th September and 12th October, my guess is that this is 
contributing to the delay as it won’t get Ministerial sign-off.  I suspect we are a month away, at least.  I mention this ’non-news’ 
in this newsletter as I suspect that there could be a lot of interest, given the subject (!), from ecologists and non-ecologists alike 
so it is worth watching out for. 

Finally, in late May, a significant change for me and the family took place in that we moved house and therefore office.  The 

move went smoothly and within 24 hours, all the necessary communication networks, i.e. phone line and WiFi had been 
established and office unpacked and running.     

So please note my new contact details at the foot of this newsletter, including landline.  I hope that the 2015 survey season 
has been busy for you and the same going forward in to the latter part of this year.  I have already had my first enquiry for 
the 2016 survey season so hopefully, business will remain buoyant.  

With best wishes, 
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