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Mid-summer. Did you think it was ever going to arrive?  The last few weeks have seen words such as ’scorching’ and 

’heatwave’ being used in the media and press.  Perhaps even hose-pipe 
bans have been mentioned?  But I’ve been too busy to pay much 
attention to any articles on our Great British summer.  Since mid-March 
this year, I have seen plenty of sunrises which immediately precede 
breeding bird surveys.  Now I am coming to the end of this season, I’ve a 
little time to reflect on what started as a cold, snowy and quite frankly 
miserable spring and became a glorious summer.  My first surveys 
witnessed a few late snow flurries in quite cold temperatures though 
this didn’t put off displaying lapwings, curlew or skylarks.  In May and 
June, breeding was at its peak with summer migrants: lots of common 
whitethroat (see image on right), several yellow wagtail and my 
highlight of the year, the hobby.  July is all about juveniles: robins, 
wrens, thrushes, lapwings, blue and great tits.  And of course, as I write, 
there is news of another imminent arrival. 

Important European Case-Law! 
Since my last newsletter, there has been an important piece of European case-law that has dealt with the concept of integrity 
within the meaning of the Habitats Directive.  A detailed opinion piece giving the background and implications is provided on 
my blog (see http://richardwilsonecology.wordpress.com/2013/07/15/adverse-integrity/#more-907).  However, in summary: 
 

 There is a duty to ensure a European Protected Site retains its favourable conservation status based on the functioning 
habitats and species it was designated for. 

 Even a very small loss of protected habitat (i.e. < 1 % of the total area) will likely be considered a loss of integrity. 

 Limited opportunities to mitigate or compensate for any loss; which may be restricted to: 

 temporary effects (e.g. noise disturbances during construction phase); 

 areas within a site which are not supporting features for which it is designated (e.g. marginal habitat); or 

 a very small (a lot less than 1 %) amount of functioning habitat is lost and which can be enhanced within the 
site. 

 Implications for developers that work within (e.g. renewable energy), adjacent (e.g. port infrastructure) or close to with 
demonstrable pathways connecting sites (e.g. housing). 

 Requirement for robust and detailed surveys bringing scientific certainty to assessments.  

Redshank are a designated species for several Special Protected Areas (SPA) including the Wash 
(East Anglia), Severn Estuary (south-west England/ south-east Wales), Morecambe Bay (north-west 
England) and Humber Estuary (north-east England).  The Humber (as an example) is closely 
associated with port developments and any works (potentially minor ones) would need to consider 
the implications of the above case.   

Golden plover breed on upland moors (e.g. South Pennine Moors SPA).  During the winter they are 
spread across many undesignated lowland sites, typically farmland.  Some of these sites may be 
identified on local plans as suitable for residential or commercial development.  Consideration of 
pathways connecting these greenfield sites with the SPAs will ne necessary to comply with the 
Court’s judgements. 

http://richardwilsonecology.wordpress.com/2013/07/15/adverse-integrity/#more-907
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a4/Flickr_-_Rainbirder_-_Common_Whitethroat_%28Sylvia_communis%29.jpg


Projects 

Woodland Surveys 

Between April and July, I have been undertaking woodland surveys, including botanical and invertebrate surveys in a Surrey 
woodland to inform a woodland management plan.  I wouldn’t normally undertake surveys this far from Yorkshire but it 
offered a fantastic opportunity to explore different habitats and species.  The woodland includes yew and beech as dominant 
canopy components (see left image) in addition to a carpet of bluebells (second from left) under the ash-dominated sectors of 
the wood.  A number of orchid species were recorded, including bird’s-nest (third image) and white helleborines (fourth) but 
also the stinking iris (far right) which smells of Bovril!   

Invertebrate Surveys 

As I mentioned in my last newsletter, I started the year surveying in the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park which proved challenging in the wintry weather.  A number of scarcely 
recorded species were collected though not the target; the money-spider called 
Monocephalus castaneipes.  A second survey, this time with the aim of collecting 
Semjlicola caliginosus and possibly M. castaneipes is being planned for August and 
September.   

Other surveys have included a two week trip to La Brenne 
National Park in France (just south of Tours).  This was an 
inventory survey within the Chérine Nature Reserve which 
included an amazing meadow with several orchids.  I’ve still to identify most specimens but a 
charismatic wolf-spider Aulonia albimana (see image, top-right) has been recorded in the wet 
heathland.  This is an exceptionally rare species in the UK, known from only one site, a military range 
on the south coast.   

I’ve also had the opportunity to survey a greenroof in Greenwich, London (see left), which provided 
stunning views of the London skyline. 

 

 

Prepare for Autumn & Winter 
I appreciate that summer for many of us has probably only just started, but like the soon to be departing swifts, it is time to 
think about autumn and winter.  Given the recent EU Court Case, any developments with potential to effect birds may well 
require at least an avian scoping survey.  Examples of sites being brought forward for planning in 2014 may include agricultural 
fields (arable and pasture), or those close to wetlands (including ex-gravel pits, coastal mudflats and estuaries) should be 
considered for a scoping survey (ideally in September or October) to determine if further fieldwork is appropriate and allowing 
time to develop a scope of works for the 2013/ 2014 winter.   
 
With best wishes for the rest of 2013 
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