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Happy New Year!  The first few weeks of 2013 have already slipped by and we’ve had the first snows of this winter!  

Not that this has prevented ecology surveys from taking place as can be seen in the photo to the left.   
 
Despite the weather, I’ve been exceptionally busy, mostly 
undertaking wintering bird surveys and regularly observing 50+ 
species each month.  Whilst I’ve not seen any waxwing on my 
sites, driving back this morning from a dawn vantage point survey 
in Cumbria and entering the market town of Ilkley on the A65, a 
flock of 50 birds caught my attention in a front garden.  Safely 
parking the car, I counted 56 of these Scandinavian visitors.  This 
winter has proved to be a ‘waxwing winter’.  Have you seen any? 
 
 
 
 

It has been a quite a few months since my last newsletter but my excuse is just the same: I’ve been really quite busy; working 
with planning consultancies, supporting small to multi-national environmental or ecological consultancies and private 
developers.  And starting in late January, I’ll be working with the Yorkshire Dales National Park studying the ecology of one of 
the UK’s smallest priority species: a tiny money-spider that lives amongst moss.     

News 
I attended the Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management’s (IEEM) autumn conference on Renewable Energy and 
Biodiversity Impacts in Cardiff at the beginning of November 2011.  This was a really interesting two-day conference with a 
range of speakers from local authorities, academia, consultants, NGOs, statutory authorities and the industry’s professional 
body (Renewable UK).  Topics covered included disturbance on bird populations during winter (how serious and implications), 
need for community engagement to design the renewable energy project sympathetically (e.g. creating wildflower grassland 
amongst photo-voltaic solar panels) in order to get LPA support, and monitoring effects of turbines on bat populations by 
undertaking carcass surveys (using trained dogs).  It was also good to catch up with a variety of individuals who I’ve worked 
with on projects since 2011 or on various other matters.   
 
Please note that since the 1st January 2013, I have become VAT registered (VAT Reg. No.: 152 950117). 
 
However, the biggest and best news of the last few months has been the arrival of baby Caitlin Jasmine Zalira Wilson, born at 
the end of September 2012.  She arrived in a bit of a rush, at home...the midwives arrived in the nick of time!   

The Blog 
I’ve not had much chance to write much on my blog, owing to the amount of survey work I’ve been undertaking; which has 
been more or less fulltime through the winter.  There has been quite a few subjects that I would have liked to write about, 
including the recent Law Commission’s consultation on nature conservation law (see http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/
consultations/wildlife.htm for background papers).  Another good daily blog that I follow (in my opinion) that might be of 
interest to some will be Mark Avery’s (see http://markavery.info/blog/).  Mark is an environmental commentator an formerly, 
the RSPB’s Director of Conservation.  However, I will try and find time to compose a few more blogs before spring but one very 
important document to look out for, especially for developers and planners is the imminent (so I understand) new British 
Standard on Biodiversity (BS42020 Biodiversity – Code of Practice for Planning and Development).  It is due in spring 2013.  
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Projects 

Winter Bird Surveys 
In November, December and January, with February still to do, I’ve been undertaking winter bird surveys at various sites in 
Yorkshire, Tyneside, Cumbria, Staffordshire and Warwickshire for a range of clients and purposes.  This generally requires a 
transect, recording the species, numbers and behaviour in much the same way as breeding bird surveys.  November witnessed 
a mass immigration of fieldfare and redwing and flocks in excess of 100 were regularly observed.  However, these winter 
migrants generally avoid cold weather (hence why they leave Scandinavia) so come the drop in temperatures in December and 
especially January, they disappeared, presumably south-west.   
 
Many greenfield sites would likely warrant a wintering bird survey to inform appropriate mitigation as many of our farmland 
bird species such as grey partridge, skylark, yellowhammer, reed bunting, linnet and corn bunting are suffering significant 
declines.  Wintering bird surveys should be undertaken on a monthly basis for a defined period between October to March, 
depending on the site and context (an inland site may only require November to February for example).  Perhaps my most 
memorable survey was watching a flock of approximately 100 linnet feeding in a stubble field when a marauding peregrine 
falcon swooped through and caught one. 

Invertebrate Surveys 
In my last blog, I mentioned an interesting invertebrate project and that you should 
“watch this space!”.  Well, here is the proverbial ‘space’! 
 
Winter is not the normal period to expect to be invertebrate surveying but this is what 
I will be undertaking in late January, February and March.  I am working on a small 
project studying the ecological requirements of a small money-spider called 
Monocephalus castaneipes, which is a UK Priority Species, but very little is known 
about it.  The project is working with the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority and 
will involve working in some fantastic scenery including Ingleborough (one of 
Yorkshire’s ‘three peaks’) and Malham Tarn.  M. castaneipes is only a few millimetres 
in length so it is a ’hands and knees’ job searching amongst the moss at ground level 
and under stones.  I’m looking forward to this little project and hopefully it will lead on 
to a wider one, perhaps working in collaboration with the University of Leeds and 
Buglife—a charity promoting invertebrate conservation? 

 

...and Finally...Spring is Coming! 
I saw my first snowdrop in late January...a sure sign that spring is just over the horizon.  Already, 
during the last few winter bird surveys, robins have started to sing and great tits are certainly 
more vocal.  Blue tits were observed investigating nesting sites and rooks were gathering 
around their nests.  Some birds will be on eggs by this time next month.   
 
So here’s some advice!  If you undertake preliminary ecology walk over surveys before 
April 2013, this will give you plenty of time to think about and budget for further surveys which 
may only be completed within certain months of the spring and summer.  Local planning 
authorities (LPA) will soon become aware of the new British Standard so should expect 
submissions with sufficient supporting ecological information.   
 

Other surveys that should be considered between April and August include 
habitat, invertebrate, breeding birds, reptiles and amphibians.  Click on the 
image of my survey calendar to the right to upload an A4 sized PDF which you 
can print off and keep by your desk. 
 
With best wishes for 2013 
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