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Welcome to the new style client newsletter.  It has been a few months since I last wrote one but a busy schedule of 

surveys and a hectic workload since early April has kept me busy.  And I’ve been working on some interesting projects from the 
south of England to central Scotland and even managing to squeeze in a two-week break to central and southern France too; 
improving my European botanical and butterfly identification (as well as sampling local food and wine!).   

News 
I attended the Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management’s (IEEM) spring conference on Planning and Biodiversity: 
Developing Opportunities through Change in Birmingham at the end of March 2012.  This was a particularly interesting (and 
hot topic!) as the National Planning Policy Framework was due to be published imminently (it was published the following 
week).  It was good to catch up with ex-colleagues too and a useful bit of networking was undertaken.  I also attended a 
second conference in March, hosted by the Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union, on Brownfield Biodiversity; which provided useful 
contacts with Buglife and may lead to some interesting invertebrate survey work in the future...watch this space (and my 
Blog)! 

The Blog 
Talking of my blog, there have been few entries in May and especially June...testament to me being 
away from a desk (despite the weather) and out in the field.  Its well worth keeping in touch via the 
blog as I still intend to keep up the writing—there is more planning news relevant to ecology for 
developers to be aware of (for example the recently published Good Practice Guidance for Green 
Infrastructure and Biodiversity (see left) by the Town and Country Planning Association & the Wildlife 
Trusts).  I fully intend to read and place this in context on my blog in the near future—and there are 
others (e.g. the European Biodiversity Standard) and of significant relevance to British developers is 
the imminent arrival of the first British Standard for Biodiversity...so watch out for blog entries on 
these and other subjects. 
 
 

Projects 
Spring and early summer 2012 has proven to be challenging and not because of the economic climate.  Since April, just about 
every week has had survey schedules changed or postponed due to the unpredictable weather.   

Breeding Bird Surveys 
Since April, I have been completing breeding bird surveys for various clients, the majority being 
for major infrastructure projects.  Others have also been undertaken on a large coastal brownfield 
site and an inland greenfield site.  They require early starts, within one hour of sunrise (that’s by 
5am in June!) and normally take three hours to complete.  Up to five (recommended) visits are 
completed with each species’ behaviour recorded (by sight but frequently by call/ song) and 
annotated on a map (see image).  After all visits are completed, the number of territories are 
estimated based on the cumulative information gained.  The methodology relies on a species’ 
territorial behaviour (usually expressed through song), which is strongest between April and June 
(for most species).  Thus, whilst the breeding bird season itself generally extends from April until 
September, the survey can only extend in to July to provide accurate data.  Surveys should 
therefore commence by early May at the latest. 

http://www.ieem.net/
http://www.ynu.org.uk
http://richardwilsonecology.wordpress.com/
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/Green-Infrastructure-Guide-TCPA-TheWildlifeTrusts.pdf
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/Green-Infrastructure-Guide-TCPA-TheWildlifeTrusts.pdf
http://www.europeanbiodiversitystandard.eu/en


Phase 1 Habitat & National Vegetation Classification (NVC) Surveys 
Spring and summer are also a busy period to undertake habitat surveys.  The Phase 1 habitat surveys are the least complex and 
aim to identify fairly broad habitats (e.g. semi-natural deciduous or coniferous plantation woodland), with target notes to 

identify and describe particular features of interest.  NVC surveys are more complex, 
requiring quadrats and estimates of percentage cover for all species present.   
 
At one site in Surrey, I’ve completed NVC surveys on calcareous (chalk) grassland 
communities along with bird surveys (see above) and invertebrate surveys (see below) 
to inform a habitat management plan.  Several Phase 1 habitat surveys have also been 
completed as part of a major infrastructure project in the Midlands.   
 
Phase 1 habitat surveys are best completed between March and September inclusive, 
whilst NVC surveys will be dependent on the habitat—for example, the optimum 

period for grasslands is June/ July whilst for woodland, spring is better and for saltmarsh communities, September is the main 
period.  

Invertebrate Surveys 
Of all the years to undertake invertebrate surveys, 2012 must rate as one of the 
worst!  Invertebrates, in particular butterflies, like warm and sunny weather...and 
lots of it.  This has presented quite a few logistical challenges; not least dodging the 
predicted rainfall.  Fortunately, some methods, such as the malaise trap (see right) 
capture flying insects such as bees, wasps and flies regardless of the weather and is a 

useful piece of equipment in addition to the more 
active recording methods such as sweeping. 
 
I’ve been completing invertebrate surveys on a chalk 
grassland site in addition to assisting a University of 
Leeds PhD student identifying the small money-
spiders for her study investigating the effect of the intracellular bacterium Cardinium on 
reproductive manipulations.  I’m also assisting with identifying spiders collected in the New 
Forest, Hampshire by the Natural History Museum’s entomology department.  Also, in 
May 2012, I was elected on to the British Arachnological Society’s Council—an honorary 
position, which I am proud to be part of.   

 
In the Spring 2012 client newsletter, I mentioned the desk study I was working on investigating 
two spiders of saltmarsh communities.  The report, published by Hymettus, will hopefully be 
available via their website soon, should you wish to read it. 

Bat Surveys 
I work with a colleague who is a licenced bat worker (with Natural England) and I’ve been working with private developers and 
planning consultants, generally within Yorkshire on small developments (e.g. conversions) providing support and advice in 
addition to surveys. 

...and Finally! 
I’ve just returned from a fortnight in France.  A glorious week in the Brenne 
National Park, a mosaic of wetlands, grasslands, heath and woodland near Poitiers, 
followed by a week in the French Pyrenees National Park.  I was able to mix family 
holiday with a bit of wildlife watching, including finding one of France’s (and 
Europe’s) rarest butterflies (the woodland brown—see image cluster, top right).  It 
is a European Protected Species (just like the great crested newt) and is listed as 
’Vulnerable’ on the International Union for Conservation of Nature’s Red List as a 
result of decline in population (> 30 % in the last 10 years) and range.  
Approximately 40 species of butterfly were observed in the two weeks (ten-times 
the number I’ve seen in recent weeks in England due to the weather).  The alpine 
(mountain) meadows were in full bloom with a huge diversity of flowering plants 
including several orchids, of which the black vanilla orchid (bottom left) was 
pleasing to spot.  The scenes are taken from La Brenne (top left) and the Valleé des Pouey Aspé, French-Spanish border, 
Pyrenees (bottom right).  
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