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Client Newsletter – Winter Issue 

Happy New Year! 

Well there went 2011.  My first 10 months as a freelance ecologist has gone quickly and I am 

looking forward to 2012.  And it is not as if the winter period has been quiet...far from it in fact.  I 

am now involved in a number of exciting projects, including my first piece of research work (on 

spiders!) and continue to undertake field work – mostly bird surveys (vantage point and 

transects).   

2012 promises to be an interesting year – not least for any who engage with the planning system 

– which must mean a large number of you.  My blog has covered a number of subjects on these 

changes, especially since the Autumn Statement.   

Keep in touch via my website, LinkedIn profile and Twitter.   

 

Planning Changes 

A great deal of media attention has been given to the proposed changes to the planning system – a structure that has 

evolved over a period of 65 years.  The Government published its original draft document – the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) – in July 2011 – for public consultation.  This received a significant volume of dissent, and not just from 

conservation organisations such as the RSPB, National Trust and the Wildlife Trusts.  Both the Environmental Audit 

Committee and the Commons Communities and Local Government Committee published quite disparaging reports.  

Some of my blogs (click on the images below to read them) dealt with this and other issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Government is scheduled to publish the final version of the NPPF in spring 2012, in time for the Budget (21
st

 March).  

There has been a call for a second round of consultation, though as I write this, there has been no response to this. 

As I wrote in my last (and first) newsletter, the aim of my blogs is to raise awareness of ecological matters that have the 

potential to influence decisions made by Local Planning Authorities, Statutory Authorities, ecological consultants and 

therefore affect developers as well as updating readers on my whereabouts and what I have been doing.  I would very 

much welcome feedback – is it useful?  What are the topics you’d like to see covered? 

  

http://richardwilsonecology.wordpress.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=82670178&trk=tab_pro
https://twitter.com/#!/ecology_digest
http://richardwilsonecology.wordpress.com/2011/11/14/planning-ahead/
http://richardwilsonecology.wordpress.com/2011/12/21/plan-b/
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Projects 

The winter months have proven to be reasonably busy for me with the 

potential for some interesting work in spring 2012.  I have been undertaking 

vantage point and winter bird transects for a couple of clients.  Both associated 

with wind turbines.  I have also secured my first research project – investigating 

the ecology of two spiders associated with saltmarshes: a tiny money-spider 

called Baryphyma duffeyi and a larger wolf-spider called Arctosa fulvolineata.  

This study will inform restoration on current and potential managed 

realignment schemes in the south and east of England.  An objective of the 

wider study is to determine the key habitat factors that sustain populations to 

improve the design of such schemes for rare species. 

Spring 2012 

It may not seem like spring yet, but it is 

officially a little over 50 working days away.  

That’s right, not long.  By mid-March, 

amphibians will have emerged from 

hibernation, birds will be setting up 

territories and the breeding season will 

have started.  Therefore, January and 

February offer a fantastic opportunity to 

identify the ecology that has or will 

establish itself on your site.  If you’ll need 

amphibian surveys before submitting the 

planning application later in the year, 

commission a high level survey in the next 

50 working days and be informed, in 

budget and in time.  There is also a useful acronym: TACE.  Think!  Act!  Commission!  Ecology!  Waiting until April or 

May could be too late.  These high level surveys are low cost so are excellent value for your hard won budget.  Not only 

do they inform you of what is potentially on your site, they can enable more robust and accurate financial budgeting and 

can therefore save you money in the longer term allowing more efficient spending.  In these austere times, a well planned 

survey schedule can pay dividends. 

To find out what other surveys can be completed over the next few months, click on the survey calendar to bring up a 

larger version and keep it by your desk. 

With best wishes for 2012 

 

This newsletter has been e-mailed to you following previous correspondence.  If you don’t wish to receive further newsletters, please e-mail me with “Unsubscribe to Newsletter” in the subject heading. 

Photo: 1: Arctosa species similar to the one being 
studied (under the Creative Commons license). 

http://srs.britishspiders.org.uk/portal.php/p/Summary/s/Baryphyma+duffeyi
http://srs.britishspiders.org.uk/portal.php/p/Summary/s/Arctosa+fulvolineata
http://richardwilsonecology.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/species-survey-calendar-generalised.pdf

